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I. Basis of the report 

1. With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
1^| the international application as originally filed 
I I the description: 

pages 

pages ~" — - 



PCT/JP2003/007798 



, as originally filed 



□ 



pageS _ , filed with the letter of 

the claims: 



, filed with the demand 



pages 
pages 



— . . m , as originally filed 

. » as amended (together with any statement under Article 19 
, filed with the demand 



1 I the drawings: 

pages _ 

pages 



. , filed with the letter of 



, as originally filed 



, filed with the demand 



[J the sequence listing part of the description: 
pages 



. , filed with the letter of 



~ ■ ■ ■ , as originally filed 

pages ~ " ~ " » filed with the demand 

— . , filed with the letter of 

I TOese elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the foUoZgh^guage whichis . 

LJ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23. 1(b)). 
LJ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

S^Sf"* 0 ^ ^ traDSlati0n *" PUlP ° SeS ° f intemati0nal P^niinary examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 

• P^nnL^x^ * the international applieation, the international 

contained in the international application in written form. 
LJ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 
LJ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 
LJ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form 

— ^TL^^^^r^ « »— - « * «»*- the disclosure in the 
SiSS*" iDf0nnati0n reC ° rded m C ° mpUter readaWe f0m is identical to *■ written sequence listing has 

The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheets/fig 



"Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to wider item 1 and annexed to this report. 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1 . Statement 

Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability (IA) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



5-7, 10, 11 



1-4, 8, 9 



1-11 



1-11 



YES 
NO 
YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



Citations and explanations 

Document 1: EP 983977 Al (Doppel Co., Ltd.), 08 March 
2000 

Document 2: EP 905102 Al (Doppel Co., Ltd.), 31 March 
1999 

Document 3: JP 8-267666 A (Three Bond Co., Ltd.), 15 
October 1996 

Document 4: JP 6-23773 A (Okura Ind. Co., Ltd.), 01 

February 1994 
Document 5: JP 8-333148 A (MRC Du Pont Kabushiki 

Kaisha) , 17 December 1996 
Document 6: JP 4-7458 A (Ube Ind., Ltd.), 10 January 

1992 

The invention set forth in claims 1-4, 8 and 9 of 
the present application lacks novelty in the light of 
documents 1 and 2 cited in the international search 
report . 

When comparing the artificial stones that are 
disclosed in documents 1 and 2 (henceforth, cited 
inventions 1 and 2) and the invention that is set forth in 
the abovementioned claims of the present application, the 
size of the protrusions and recesses that are formed upon 
the surface of cited inventions 1 and 2 is unclear. 
However, in the light of the example in the present 
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application wherein the surface is roughened by means of a 
jet of water, there is not considered to be a difference 
between the inventions in relation to the numerical range 
of 1- 100mm that is delimited for the invention that is set 
forth in the present application. 

Furthermore, the feature of "emitting intermittent 
flashes of light that change according the irradiating 
light or the movement thereof" is merely an effect that is 
exhibited by such a configuration, and thus may or may not 
be disclosed. 

The invention set forth in claims 1-11 of the 
present application does not involve an inventive step in 
the light of documents 1-6 cited in the international 
search report . 

With regards to claims 5-7, document 5 discloses the 
feature of using particles (D) that are obtained by 
crushing artificial stone as a coloring material in order 
to increase the adhesion between the coloring material and 
the resin component. Therefore, it would be easy for a 
person skilled in the art to apply the abovementioned 
feature to cited inventions. 1 and 2, crush the artificial 
stone materials from cited inventions 1 and 2 and re-use 
the resulting particles as the coloring material in cited 
inventions 1 and 2 in the light of . the disclosures of 
documents 1, 2 and 5. 

With regards to claim 10, document 3 discloses the 
feature of forming protrusions and recesses upon the 
surface of an artificial stone by casting the artificial 
stone in a mold that has protrusions and recesses on the 
bottom surface thereof, and document 4 discloses the 
feature of forming protrusions and recesses upon the 
surface of an artificial stone by pressing it upon a cope 
that has protrusions and recesses. Therefore, it would be 
easy for a person skilled in the art to attempt to employ 
the molding methods that are disclosed in documents 3 and 
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4 as the molding methods for cited inventions 1 and 2 in 
the light of the disclosures of documents 1-4. At that 
time, it is merely a design matter for a person skilled in 
the art to set the height of the protrusions and recesses. 

With regards to claim 11, documents 3 and 6 disclose 
the feature of incorporating a metal mounting member into 
the back surface of an artificial wall material . 
Therefore, it would be easy for a person skilled in the 
art to attempt to incorporate a metal mounting member into 
cited inventions 1 and 2 in the light of the disclosures 
of documents 1-3 and 6. 
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